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Letters of Wm. Fitzhugh. 

(CONTINUED.) 

March 14th, 1686-7. 
Honored Sir: 

As I writ in my last my thoughts of coll" Jones * his Depar- 
ture, I find since absolutely true, but whither I can't yet learn, 
but 1 imagine (by some Discourse he let fall at my house) it is 
for England to get himself into his Majesty's Army, & since his 
flight, his wife (to whom its presumed he communicated his 
thoughts) has carry' d out of this County all his Estate that is, 
all his negroes, for stock of cattle hogs or horses he had none in 
our county, & has them now with her at Rappa* therefore there 
is the place to attack them in. 

My remoteness from their Judicial Place & unacquaintedness 
with their ministerial Officers might I fear indanger a miscarri- 
age of the whole proceedings therefore I have yet stop'd taking 

♦According to an account of the Dade family by Langhorne Dade, 
Jr., cited by Hayden in " Virginia Genealogies," Frances, widow of 
Richard Townsbend, member of the Virginia Council, and sister of 
Robert Baldwin of London, and of William Baldwin of Glassthorne, 
married, secondly, — — Jones, and had a son, Cadwallader Jones, 
Colonel in the British service. 

There is on record in York county a deed from Mrs. Frances Jones 
to her sons Robert and Francis Townshend. 
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out an attachment for fear of alarming them, till I had first ad- 
vised w" your Honour, for which I have sent this messenger on 
purpose to inform of the circumstances also lo propose that an 
Attachment might come immediately from my Lord, {propter 
e^cellentiarn) Directed to the Sheriff of Rappahannock, & that 
you would either write to Mr. Spicer * or some other knowing & 
interested person in that county to see the same duly executed, 
& fully and discreetly prosecuted, & I will deliver your instruc- 
tions and directions there in with my own hand, to the person 
directed, & contribute what lies in my power to their assistance. 
I wish you may secure your own, but for my Lord Culpepper's 
I look upon it almost impossible to secure, I am sure improba- 
ble, nor can't advise in any measures to be taken therein, for by 
all that I can learn there's hardly Estate enough to answer your 
debt, which is not particularly & by name bound over, besides a 
great deal that is bound over in general terms. 

Sir Four days since I received yours of the 28th february last 
and I hope by this time its too late to condole your afflicting 
torment because as its seizure was in the (almost) conclusion of 
the month, so do please myself with hopes and expectation that 
at least the violence terminated therewith & hope by this time 
you are arrived to a full recovery. 

Because Mr. his letter and encouragement from his 

Excellency, was occasioned first from your Honour's letter to 
his Lordship, I advised him to send this letter & petition open 
to your hand to crave your Honour's encouragement for if it be 
true as Mr. saith, and can prove by his whole ship's com- 
pany, it is not only bare Robbery, which is only forcing away 
money from him without any pretence of authority, but it is Rob- 



* Arthur Spicer, of Rappahannock, and afterwards of Richmond 
county, appears frequently in the county records as a lawyer. His 
will was dated September 18, 1699, and proved in Richmond, April 3d, 
1700. His legatees were his son, John Spicer, Lidia, daughter of his 
brother, John Spicer, of London, and Frances Robinson [wife of Wil- 
liam Robinson of Richmond county], daughter of Samuel Bloomfield; 
directs that his son, John, be sent to England for education, preferably, 
to the Charter-house. 

John Spicer was one of the first justices of King George county in 
1721. 
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bery heightened and aggravated, under colour of his Majesty's 
Commission & authority, which if not timely prevented, will pre- 
judice his Majesty in his customs by the Discouragement of trade 
and Ruin of this country. And indeed it must needs appear to 
the Merchants, owners & employers in England a foul imputation 
and scandal to the government the consequence whereof I refer 
to your most deserving Judgment. 

God Almighty preserve your Honour in health & happiness 
always prayer of 

Sr your Wff. 
To The Hon'ble Nich" Spencer Esq. 



March 22nd, 1686-7. 
Dear Brother: 

Your full absolute and perfect assurance in your's fully, per- 
fectly & absolutely pleases me and contents me, and gives me as 
great if not greater satisfaction than the welcome full bags to the 
most miserly usurer or the joyfull and full harvest to the most 
industrious & thrifty husbandman & do with the same earnest- 
ness wish the consummation, in facie EccUsiae to furnish you 
with a full enjoyment and though the Distance will not admit at 
that happy Day, I shall not then fail to sing in your remembrance. 
Your treaty and conclusion with Coll* Diggs, discourse with 
Phipperd & intentions with others therein mentioned on one 
part shows not only your skill but Activity, on the other part a 
continuance of your friendship & Kindness, by admitting me a 
partner in your best offers, and greatest expectations^ I have ad- 
vice from York that Tob* is very plentifull, & consequently low, 
therefore should advise to strike as soon as possible, doubting 
when this market will be over, whether any more overtures may 
happen for its general saying that abundance of Tob° will be left 
in the country &c. 

As you write in yours you have time enough this week to do 
business in, so next week I hope you'll have business enough to 
do, for as your stay is intended but short I am sure your service 
both must & will be brisk. Your limited time is so short that to 
be plain with you you cannot be wished for sooner. 

Your Intimacy & nearness to that good Lady emboldens me 



124 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

though unknown to request the tender of my humble service to 
her. 

Your Wff. 
To Capt. George Brent at &c. 



April 5th, 1687. 
Dearest Brother: 

In my last sub cover Mr. Hayward by Spenser, which by 
this time I suppose is with you I gave you an account of the re- 
ceipt of your two most acceptable letters, and therein a full an- 
swer to each part therefore now shall not need repetition. In my 
last I advised that if you intended in here next year, as you 
semed to intimate in your letter, how I might have the happiness 
of your good company, and you the profit of so long a voyage, 
which was by your Interest at court, which I hear is considerable 
to get to be commander of one of the King's Ships, that gives 
their attendance here, by which place you might clear 1,000^ 
Sterling a year, pursuing such methods as my knowledge in the 
country & acquaintance with trade and traders is able to dictate 
to you and you might be assured of those that are here (viz:) 
Allen & Crofts clear better than 500 £ a year apiece, though So- 
briety is a stranger to the one and discretion not very intimate 
with the other. 

I also promised in my last, to propose another profitable meth- 
od for your advantageous coming here, provided what I before 
premised cannot be obtained, which is to get to be Keeper of the 
Broad Seal of this Country, with the profits thereto appertaining, 
for you must know before our present Governor the Lord How- 
ard came over the Seal of the Collony was in the Secretary's 
office; and all Pattents, Commissions Proclamations &c, that 
issued forth came out of this office and the fees thereof was very 
small but since this Governor's time he has taken the Seal to 
himself and makes 200 £ Tob" for every Commission, Proclama- 
tion, Pattent, Commission of administration &c, which amounts 
to at least betwixt eighty and a hundred thousand pounds Tob" 
p annum without fourty shillings charge or three days trouble in 
the year, & in my opinion is not very difficult there to obtain it, 
and after such a settled officer & office the profits would daily 
increase and as at present you can obtain the place by no other 
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name than Keeper of the great seal of the Collony, so in a short 
time the" Chancellor's Place and profits will fall into the same, 
which will far exceed all the places in this country except the 
Governor's both in Reputation and Profit. 

I could also propose to you the farming the Virginia Duty I 
mean the two shillings p hhd which amounts annually to about 
four thousand pound sterling clear paying all officers for collect- 
ing the same, and I know of no other payments to be made out 
of it, than 1,200 £ sterling to our Governor, 100 to the Auditor 
in England, Mr. Blithwait and 300 to our Auditor or rather Dep- 
uty Auditor Coll" Bacon * (who is very antient and in all proba- 



* Robert 1 Bacon, of Drinkstone, Suffolk, (an account of whose ances- 
try may be found in the New England Historical and Genealogical 
Register, Vol. XXXVII, p. 189, &c.,) married Isabella, daughter of John 
Cage, of Pakenham, Suffolk, and had issue : I. Thomas', of Northaw, 
Hertfordshire, d. s. p.; II. Sir Nicholas*, Lord Keeper, father of Fran- 
cis* Bacon, Lord Verulam ; III. James 1 . Alderman of London, who died 
June 15, 1573, and was buried in the Church of St Dunstan's in the East, 
London. He married, secondly, Margaret, daughter of Wm. Rawlins, 
of London, and widow of Richard Gouldstone. 

Their eldest son, Sir James* Bacon, of Friston Hall, Suffolk, was 
knighted at White Hall in 1604, and dying at Finsbury, London, January 
17, 1618, was buried at St. Giles' Church. He married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Francis and Anne (Drury) Bacon, of Hessett, and had issue : 
I. Nathaniel', of Friston, oldest son, born May 5, 1593, buried August 
7, 1644 ; married Anne, daughter of Sir Thomas Le Gros, of Crostwick, 
Norfolk, Knight ; II. James 4 , Rector of Burgate, Suffolk, died August 
25, 1670. He married, first, Martha , and, secondly, Martha, 

daughter of George Woodward, of Buckinghamshire. It is uncertain 
as to which marriage his daughter, Martha Smith, was from ; but his 
son, Nathaniel, was by the first. 

Nathaniel 4 and Anne (Le Gros) Bacon had issue: I. Thomas 5 , of 
Friston, who, by his first wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Robert 
Brooke, of Cockfield Hall, Suffolk, was the father of Nathaniel* Bacon, 
of Virginia, " The Rebel." 

Rev. James 4 Bacon had issue : I. Nathaniel 5 , baptized at St. Mary's, 
Bury St. Edmund's, August 29, 1620. died March 16, 1692 ; traveled in 
France in 1647, and was probably a graduate of Cambridge ; came, 
about 1650, to Virginia, where his seat was at " King's Creek," York 
county. He was chosen member of the Council in 1657, but held the 
office only a year ; was Burgess for York, 1658 and 1659, and reappointed 
to the Council in 1660 (Hening) ; appointed Auditor-General, March 
12, 1675, and resigned that position in December, 1687 (Sainsbury) ; was 
President of the Council, and, as such, Acting Governor in 1689. He 
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bility cannot live long, by whose death there will be the vacancy 

married Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Kingsmill (Campbell, p. ), 

and widow of Colonel William Tayloe, member of the Council. They 
left no issue ; II. Martha 6 , married Anthony Smith, of Colchester, tan- 
ner, and had issue : Abigail 6 Smith, born March n, 1656, died Novem- 
ber 12, 1692, who came to Virginia, married Lewis Burwell, of Glouces- 
ter county, and was bequeathed most of the estate of her uncle, 
Nathaniel Bacon ; III. Elizabeth 6 (eldest daughter), married at Burgate, 
September 16, 1647, Thomas Burrowes, Esq., of St. Mary's Parish, Bury 
St. Edmund's; IV. Anne 5 , baptized at Burgate, married Mr. Wilkinson, 
of Burgate. 

The following are the arms and epitaph on the tomb of Colonel Na. 
thaniel Bacon, of King's Creek, York : 

Arms : Quarterly ; first and fourth, Gu. on a chief ar. two mullets 
pierced, for Bacon ; second and third, Or two bars az-, over all a bend 
gu., for Quappelade [an old quartering of the Bacon arms]. 

" Here lieth interred ye body of Nathaniel 

Bacon Esq whose descent was from the 

Ancient House of ye Bacons (one of whom was 

Chancellor Bacon & Lord Veralam) who was 

Auditor of Virginia & President of ye Honourable 

Council of State & Commander in chief for the 

County of York, having been of the Councell 

for above 40 years & having always discharged 

ye office in which he served with great 

Fidelity and Loyalty to his Prince, who departed 

this life ye 16 of March 1692 in ye 73d 

year of his Age." 

His wife's tomb was formerly at King's Creek, but has now been 
removed to St. Paul's Churchyard, Norfolk. It bears the following 
arms and epitaph : 

Arms : Ar. crucilly sa. a chev. ermines betw. three millrinds of the 
second, a chief of the third, for Kingsmill, impaling, Vert, a sword erect 
or, between two lions rampant endorsed ermine, for Tayloe [the arms of 
her first husband]. 

" Here lyeth the Body of" 

Elizabeth wife to the 

Honorable Nathaniel 

Bacon Esq'r who departed 

this Life the Second Day of 

November one Thousand 

Six Hundred Ninety one in 

the Sixty- Seventh Yeare 

of her age." 
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of a considerable profitable & easie managed place) and betwixt 



The following abstract is derived from the (full) copy of the will of 
Rev. James Bacon, printed in." Bury Wills," published by the Camden 
Society : 

(With a long pious preamble.) I give tenn pounds to be equally de- 
vided betweene such poore christians as are in want. Whereas I have 
undertaken to pay the sume of five hundred pounds to Mr. Richard 
Tornes, marchant of London, for Nathaniel Bacon, my sonne, who is 
now in France, and have sold certaine lands lying in Sternfield, SufTolke, 
to the said Richd Tornes for four hundred pounds and paid him one 
hundred pounds &c. — I have assured unto Martha, my wife, for her life, 
my mannor of Pirleys, and divers lands &c, in Sternfield, after her 
death I give said manor and lands to son Nathaniel, and daughters 
Elizabeth, Martha, and Anne to be equally divided — Give to daughter 
Martha all the lands and tenements I lately purchased of Anthony 
Baker, gent., lying in Snape, and Friston, Suffolk— To daughter Anne 
all my meadowe commonly called Saxmondham meadowe containing 
five acres and one rood, and one little meadowe adjoining containing 
one acre, which two meadowes were lately in the possession of Nathan- 
iel Bacon, of Friston Esq — To wife Martha all my readie money, Jewells 
and debts— all plate and other household stuffe to be equally divided 
into two parts, one for wife Martha & the other to daughters Martha 
and Anne — To daughter Elizabeth, now the wife of Mr. Thomas Bur- 
rowes, my bookes of Mr, Perkins works — To the poore peeple of the 
towne of Burgate six pounds— To the poore peeple of the six townes 
next adjoining Burgate, six pounds— And now upon the great trust and 
confidence which I have and doe repose upon the said Martha my wife 
doe ordaine and make her the said Martha, my wife, my sole executrix, 
acknowledging that I have found favour from the Lord, whoe in his 
providence provide soe faithlull a companion, and soe fitt a helper for 
me. 

Dated September 24, 1647, proved January 23d, 1649 

The will of Nathaniel Bacon is on record at York Court House. The 
following is an exact copy : 

" In the name of God, Amen. I Nathaniel Bacon, of the County of 
York in Virginia being sick, and weak of Body but of perfect sense 
and memory, do make this my last will and Testament as follows. 
First I give my body to the Earth to be decently buried and my soul 
to God that gave it me hoping for a joyful resurrection thro' the merits 
of Jesus Christ my blessed Saviour and redeemer. As for that worldly 
good it hath pleased God to help me with my will is — Impr. After my 
just debts are paid I give to my loving Niece Abygall Burwell wife of 
Lewis Burwell of Gloucester County in Virginia the Plantation wheron 
I now reside and all other lands in Hampton and Bruton parishes in 
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thirty and fourty pound a year to each councellor, whereof there's 

York County by me purchased with all my rights or pretenses of rights 
and after her death to her son Lewis Burwell Junior and his heirs for- 
ever. Then I give to every one of Major Lewis Burwell's children now 
living Fifty Pounds sterling to each of them Viz — Nathaniel, Lewis, 
James, Joanna, Elizabeth, Lucy and Martha. 

Item — I give unto my niece Elizabeth Sherey sister of aforesaid Abi- 
gail Burwell Thirty Pounds sterling. Item — I give and bequeath all 
my lands lying in Isle of Wight and Nancymond Countys in Virginia 
to my nephew Lewis Burwell Junior and his wife Abigail Burwell and 
after their decease to Nathaniel and James Burwell sons of the afore- 
said Lewis Burwell and to their heirs forever. Item — I give unto my 
Nephew Major Lewis Burwell all my lands lying and being in New 
Kent County to be managed sold and disposed of to the best advan- 
tage and the proper use and benefit of the said Lewis Burwell's four 
daughters viz. Joanna, Elizabeth, Lucy and Martha now living'. Item — 
I give unto my brother in law Thomas Burras [Burrows] of Berry 
[Bury St. Edmunds] in England Twenty Pounds Sterling. Item— I give 
unto my brother in law Wilkynson in England Twenty Pounds Ster- 
ling and Thirty Pounds to the said Wylkinson's wife. Item — I give to 
Frances Lady Berkeley my riding horse Watt and Ten Pounds Sterling. 
Item— I give to Colonel Philip Ludwell Ten Pounds Sterling. Item— I 
give to the right Honorable the Lt Governor Francis Nicholson Esquire 
Twenty Pounds Sterling. Item — I give to Mr. secretary Cole Ten 
Pounds Sterling. Item — I give unto the Parish where I was born [St. 
Marys, Bury] Twenty Pounds Sterling to be paid into the hands of my 
brother Burrus and to be disposed of as he sees good. Item — I give 
Hampton Parish in York County in Virginia Twenty Pounds Sterling 
to be disposed of as the Vestry shall see fit. Item — I give the mulatto 
Kate her freedom at my decease, it being formerly promised by my 
deceased wife. It is my desire that Mr. William Bassett be forever ac- 
quitted and discharged from the payment of any Bills, Bonds, Contracts 
or Debts whatsoever that there shall be found due to my estate at my 
decease, he giving my executors hereafter named a full discharge and 
acquitance from all Debts and demands whatsoever he have or may 
have against me as I was Guardian and Executor in Trust of his Estate, 
he giving liberty to my Executor to remove what Estate shall be known 
to be mine on his plantation called Mateheart. Item— My desire is 
twenty pounds be laid out in Rings to be given to several friends accord- 
ing to the direction of my executors hereafter named. Item — I give 
unto Dr. Henry Powers as a legacy Five Pounds Sterling. Item. I 
give unto Will Davis my Servant Ten Pounds Sterling per annum for 
what time he has to serve after my decease to an assistant to my Exec- 
utors. Item— I give unto my nephew Major Lewis Burwell and to my 
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rarely above twelve, never above thirteen, which in the whole 
amounts to not above 2000 or 2200 £ sterling p' annum, which 
is little more than half the clear Income, and now of the rest as 
I know of, (and I have some reason to know by reason I have 
revised diligently Mr. Auditor's Book & accot') goes to his Ma- 
loving niece Abygail Burwell wife of said Lewis Burwell all my perso- 
nal Estate and debts due to me either in England or Virginia or else- 
where as also all my ready money. Ships or parts of ships and all my 
goods and Chattels Whatsoever to me belonging in any part of the 
world not already expressed in this Will to be disposed of by the said 
Lewis Burwell and Abygail his wife to the real use and behoof of the 
children lawfully begotten of the said Lewis Burwell and Abygail his 
wife and to no other extent and purpose whatsoever and to be divided 
between them according to the discretion of their said father and 
mother or the longest survivor of them Item— I do make Major Lewis 
Burwell and his wife Abygaill Burwell sole Executors of this my last 
Will and Testament, hereafter [?] revoking all other Wills and Testa- 
ments whatsoever, to the true performance of which I here unto set 
my hand and seal this 15th day of March 1691-2. 

Nathaniel Bacon, j Seal, j 

Memorandum — 

That if Elizabeth Peters, daughter of Mr. Thomas Peters— if she shall 
happen to live to the age of Twenty One Years or be married my will 
is that she shall be possessed with a negro girl named Moll now about 
ten years of age now living on the Plantation Tower belonging to the 
said Peters. 

Signed sealed and delivered in the presence of us, the words Nancy- 
mond and sold first interlined. Witness : 

William Cole, 
Stephen Fouace, 
Joseph Ring, 
Hen. Powers. 
York County March 24th 1691-2. Presented in Court by Major Lewis 
Burwell one of the Executors of within written Will and was likewise 
then and there proved by the oaths of the Hon'ble Colonel William 
Cole and Joseph Ring two of the witnesses there unto and is ordered 
to be admitted to the records which is accordingly performed. 

William Sedgewick Clk." 

For accounts of the Bacons' of England and Virginia see New Eng- 
land Historical and Genealogical Register, XXXVII, 189, &c, and 
Keith's "Ancestry of Benjamin Harrison." 
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jestie and I am sure not to the country's use, so that paying 500 £ 
p. annum to some court Pensioner & the Governor Auditor and 
Council's Salary here there certainly might be cleared communi- 
bus annis 1000 or 1200 £ a year at least. But it must be sup- 
posed that large security would be expected if it were obtained 
by the way of farm which I am afraid would be difficult for you 
to get but to have the handling and paying of this money to the 
respective officers as well as the collection & Disposal of the 
whole country's Quitrents under the name and by the title and 
office of Treasurer of Virginia could not be less worth than 500 
or 600 £, sterling a year, & it is a place now vacant and wanting, 
& I believe there might not be much difficulty to obtain it, using 
this caution to inform yourself of My Lord Howard's interest & 
friends at court before you may embark upon any of them, for 
all my proposals are branches lopped from the tree of his Inter- 
est, except that of being commander of the King's Ships, there- 
fore it cannot be to my advantage to publish from whom you 
receive this information. 

What I have now farther to advise is a piece of news, that just 
a month before the writing of this we sang Jo. Hymen at my 
Sister's wedding, who I think is well matched, having married 
an Ingenious Trader into this Country, a Skilful! & quaint Sur- 
geon, as his particular operations here has sufficiently demon- 
strated & one of considerable Reputation and Substance at 
Bristol where he lives, but intends this year to transfer his whole 
concerns hither & here settle; his name is Dr. Ralph Smith, the 
person that I mentioned in my last years proposals of Exchange 
and by whose conveyance this letter comes to your hand. As in 
my last I intimated & desired your Picture and our Coat of Arms if 
you could not get an advantageous opportunity of giving me 
your own wished for company, so again I must repeat my for- 
mer wishes and desires & wishes either to see you in person or 
to see you truly personated by your lovely picture which would 
largely contribute to the satisfaction of 

Dearest Brother Your Wff. 
To Capt. Henry Fitzhugh &c. 

Apr. 5th, 1687. 
Worthy Sir : 

I have already been so large and troublesome by Pensux 
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which before this I hope is come safe to hand and expect to Du- 
plicate with addition by Burn ham that in this I shall only return 
you my most hearty thanks for your many & continual favours 
and expressions of kindness, & in answer to yours shall begin 

with your last, which I the other day received by Mr. 

wherein you sensibly condole of that report of your 

Brothers Dissolution, from whom that report should arise or 
upon what grounds I cannot imagine. Your Brother to this day 
having not given any occasion by one hour's sickness or the 
least indisposition & which by this time his letter from Town, I 
am sure gives you plenary Satisfaction in, not only by his per- 
fect health, but new acquisitions of his reputation, by serving as 
a representative in our last Assembly with sufficient credit and 
Satisfaction, considering his new Introducion into affairs of that 
nature, and though that house came off with a special mark from 
his Majesty & Disreputation from the Governor, yet he so evenly 
ballanc'd himself that by all party's he was esteemed an honest 
well meaning man. I speak Knowingly Sir though I did not 
belong to the house, yet was impeached formally by them and 
all methods pursued as in an Impeachment by the House of Com- 
mons in England but it proved like all the rest of their proceed- 
ings ill grounded & worse managed, and in the end did me no 
farther damage than the waiting upon them till my triall was 
over. Keeping me so long (which was almost three weeks) from 
my pleasant Retirement at my own house, in which business your 
brother shew'd himself a true man in his station & a faithfull 
fast friend. S' This is in haste by Dr. Ralph Smith whom I last 
year mentioned in my proposals of Exchange, who is now more 
near related by means of my Sister (who gives you her humble 
service) for about a month since that Gordian Knot was tyed 
betwixt them, that nothing but death will separate and I believe 
it not only is but will continue to both their satisfaction & con- 
tent. In my last I advised that I continue the same in my incli- 
nations and desires for exchange, & have only this now further 
to add, that could the estate to be exchang'd for be procur'd in 
Ireland or Scotland I should both like and approve the same. 

With the enclosed note sir, I desire you to pay the arrearage 
of Post money & what this now comes to, for really I blush when 
I consider the trouble I continually put you to, and am wholly 
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asham'd to add charge to the same reckoning. I shall within 
these ten days write again by Burneham therefore now shall add 
no further than sincerely to acknowledge myself 

Sir Your Wff. 
To Mr. Nicholas Hayward &c. 



April 5th, 1687. 
Cousin Harris: 

I have no farther to add now than what I formerly wrote p. 
Pensux sub cover Mr. Hayward only to beg the favour of you 
to deliver the inclosed letter to my mother, and the money in the 
inclosed bill of exchange to receive & deliver to her, also to ac- 
quaint you with my Sisters good fortune in mating with a good 
husband, the person to whom she is matched being a very inge- 
nious & truly honest man and one of no mean fortune. I do 
suppose my Sister herself has been more large with particular 
circumstances, therefore refer to her letter. Pray remember my 
kind respects to my cousin your good wife and accept the same 
for yourself from 



To Mr. Thos. Harris, Haberdasher in &c. 



Your Wff. 



Dear Mother: 

In my last p. Pensux I promised to send you ^10 if to be 
procured by this I have sent a bill of exchange to my cousin 
Harris to receive ^3 and deliver it to you which please accept it 
being all the money I can at present procure. I design to make 
this up ;£io by the next if possibly to be procured, but Tob° is 
now so extreamly cheap & low here that money cannot be pro- 
cured therewith as my Sister I suppose will more fully inform 
you in this affair, with what difficulty I got this money that I 
now send, as also in her own affairs how suddenly fortunate she 
has been in meeting with a very good match which will be to 
her future comfortable subsistence and prosperity all which I 
wholly refer to her particular relation & indeed all things else 
that you desire to be informed of my particular concerns, I have 
nothing more to add but Prayers to God Almighty for your 
health and in his due time your comfort and prosperity. 

I am Your Wff. 
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April i8th, 1687. 
Brother Smith: 

I hope this will find you safe arrived to Bristol and the in- 
closed will shew you Mr. Francis Hammersley' scare & honesty 
in delivering your bills of Exchange for the ,£13 he owes which 
he questions not but will be ready accepted and duly paid. 
Thank God we are all in as good health as you left us, and one 
in particular longingly expects your company. This is all the 
needful! at present from 

Sir your Wff. 



April 18th, 1687. 
Mr. John Cooper : 

Sir, I received your severall letters to my Sister, Captain 
Martin, Harriss and Paine together with copy of your account 
currant & also the protested bill in one of your inclosed, if I 
could have got any freight this year; intended to have consigned 
you twenty or thirty hhds Tob", but there was this year such 
plenty of Tob° and scarcity of ships, that freight was hardly to 
be procured on any terms, & I was not willing to give very high 
for freight seeing that Tob° is at so low a rate in England, and 
as the fullness of ships promises no very Rising Market, about 
a fortnight ago I doubted I should have 200 hh** lying upon my 
hand but the greatness of the quantity and the conveniency of 
it, did at last help me to a saving Market for the same as this 
year goes for I had for it nine shillings and six pence p. cent 
which I believe is as much if not more than I could have them 
expected, though for this three years successively, the two for- 
mer for the heigth of the Market & this latter for want of freight, 
I have not consigned you any Tob" yet next year I believe I 
shall and do intend to consign you some, if a rising Market gives 
encouragement. I intend to write you once again this year and 
hope to send inclosed some bills of Exchange & therefore shall 
refer all further discourse till then and have now only to assure 
you I am, 

Sir Your Wff. 

p. Capt. Burnham. 
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April 1 8th, 1687. 
Mr. Nicholas Hay ward: 

What's before is duplicate of my former p. Capt. Pensux the 
inclosed letter to Mr. Ashton and Foster together with the 
papers relating to the same will I presume deceive their expecta- 
tions of a great Estate as they supposed their Cousin here to be 
possessed with, which their this year's letters seemed to intimate 
for besides all those judgments, there is considerable sums due 
to us that are his executors, besides some in the country that 
have not yet brought in their actions & Mr. Storke in England 
to whom we imagine he was considerably indebted, and in this 
Inventory was his whole estate except his stock of horses which 
are of low value and could not be brought together to the ap- 
praisement by which you will perceive what personal! estate will 
be left after all debts satisfy' d. Sr in my last by way of Bristol 
I gave you account of your Brother's perfect health, and new 
acquisitions at James Town, together with the signification of the 
continuance of my Desires of Exchange though it were for an 
Estate lying in Scotland or Ireland if it could not be had in 
England provided it could be secure, for either of these answer 
my reasons for removal as well as in England though it would 
not be altogether as pleasing to me. Since the waiting of the 
former I have received a letter from Mr. Clayton of Liverpool 
who writes me that the lowness of Tob° will not answer to give 
my settled price therein mentioned of 16. 8d but yet is mighty 
willing & desirous to be concerned in a trade with me and highly 
approve of the Dispatch desiring me to propose a lower price or 
other methods which I have now done as p. the enclosed copy 
of the letters sent him you'll perceive, and the reasons I send 
the copy to you is because I continued my Designs (if he ap- 
prove of any of the propositions therein mentioned) in lodging 
what money I can conveniently spare in your hands and have 
ordered Dr. Ralph Smith my brother in Law, by the marriage of 
my Sister, as I informed you in my last to direct in the sorting of 
the goods and ordering some of the money there to be deposited 
in your hands. 

In my last also I sent you a note from Mr. Sam 1 Hay ward for 
^20 which I forgot to advise to pay this Postage and the former 
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arrears which I hope is come safe to your hand. I have now 
only to beg this favour to pardon this trouble & therein you will 
continue your obligations to 



Sr. Your Wff. 



To Mr. Nicholas Hayward Notary Public 
near the Exchange London. 



Mr. Jno. Ashton & Mr. Jno. Foster: 

The inclosed will of your cousin Mr. James Ashton who 
dyed in August last will give you the reason why this comes 
from us, as being intrusted in your behalfs till you come or send, 
therefore have taken this opportunity to acquaint you therewith 
and also inclosed have sent you an Inventory of his whole estate 
with the appraisements according to the order of court and pur- 
suant to Law, together with an account of the Judgments already 
obtained against ye estate, what horses and mares there are be- 
longing to the estate are not in because they could not possibly 
be got together to the appraisement. There is near upon twenty 
thousand pounds Tob° more due from him to us than the Judg- 
ments and charges that we have been at in management of the 
Same & paying Servants wages, which when you come or send 
we shall be ready to give you an acco' of. We suppose your 
best way will be to know of Mr. Thomas Storke what his debt 
is, which we doubt is very considerable and make payment of 
the same to him there otherwise that debt together with debts 
already known and justly due, will sweep the whole personal 
estate and yet wants effects to answer some debts, we know not 
what farther to add, having sent you these inclosed Records, 
which will speak their own business, but hoping to hear from 
you or see you by the first next year we conclude and rest. 

Gentlemen Your Wff. 
April 18th, 1687. 



May 13th, 1687. 
Mr. Nicholas Hayward: 

In my former p. way of Bristol Pensux & Burneham I have 
been so largely troublesome, that my endeavours shall be to con- 
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tract my Discourse in a narrow room by only telling you that all 
your friends here are well & in good health and particularly your 
brother Sam with whom about three days since we heartily and 
merrily drank your health. Sir, I desire yon to receive & keep 
for me the contents of the inclosed bill, and by the next which 
I believe will be Sutton I expect to send you more bills to the 
value of 40 or 50 £ sterling but am not certain. Sir, I have 
had it in my thoughts to write a small treatise or History of Vir- 
ginia describing its Situation, Temperature & fertility, nature of 
its present inhabitants, with their method and manner of living, 
the plenty of Iron mines almost every where in the Country, & 
probable conjectures of the Discovery of others (more profitable 
though perhaps not so useful]) together with the prodigious 
quantity of wood to manage the same, the plenty of all sorts of 
provisions the easie & profitable living of the people therein. 
Its regular easie and even government in its several courts of 
Justice together with their respective powers and methods of 
proceeding, with divers other heads too many to be enumerated, 
and to observe that brevity as I proposed in the first part of my 
letter. I have only mentioned this to you Sir to desire your 
opinion whether a business of this nature might be of any ad- 
vantage for the perswading Inhabitants hither & might not be 
prejudicial to me in my particular concerns, for I have some 
rough materials towards the building such a work & could 
quickly supply myself with the remainder and have reason & 
conveniency to finish the same. Excuse haste. 

Sir Your Wff. 
To Mr. Nichs Hayward. 



April 8th, 1687. 
Mr. Thomas Clayton: 

Sr. yours by Mr. Marshal I received (though have not seen 
nor certainly heard where he is) so consequently not the oppor- 
tunity of consulting him, nor indeed throughly to understand 
your meaning, for I find you are willing to be concerned in a 
Trade, and approve of the Dispatch, but withall give me a par- 
ticular account of the lowness of Tob° & the severall great and 
incident charges thereunto, from whence you conclude that un- 
less Tob° be purchased very low here in the method of trade you 
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are now in, you cannot possibly advantageously continue the 
same in all which I fully agree with you & must now plainly say 
as in my last was intimated that your purchase had need be very 
low here to make a profitable return to you there, when I con- 
sider the length of your stay here, the charge your ships lie at, 
the charges of storage and drinkage, the commissions you give 
to your Factors or Agents, the uncertainty of a market when 
you arrive here> the many debts necessarily contracted, the diffi- 
culty afterwards of getting those debts when they are due from 
responsible persons, and many of them never to be got nor any 
possibility of getting, the hazard of sending in a careless or negli- 
gent Factor Of your own or of employing one here as great an 
hazard of meeting with an honest or substantial person, or if 
your Master has the management of the Merchandizing affairs 
as well as the Ships, he must necessarily neglect the one or the 
other for each of them requires a whole man so that if he be in- 
dustrious on the cargoe's account, either the idleness or care- 
lessness of his own crew will give at least a month's stay in the 
Ships concerns or if he neglect that, then want of employment 
will hinder as much, all which considered makes me concur with 
you in opinion, but the method in my last proposed took off all 
those inconveniency's & all things considered I believe comes as 
near of purchasing Tob" almost as cheap if not altogether as the 
other way especially most years, tho' I must confess this year 
the scarcity of ships and plenty of Tob" causes an alteration. 
But I will according to your Desire this farther offer, that upon 
the same terms and under the same circumstances, I will let you 
have the quantity of Tob" at the times therein limited & men- 
tioned at 12-6 p cent which considering the dispatch of the Ship, 
& indeed the Ships cargo in her stay I estimate goes a great 
many in your purchase and by this means she may as easily 
make two voyages as one in the year & at both times after arrival 
may be in continual and full employment, no arrears left behind 
nor no hazard of negligence insufficiency or falsehood, being 
you part neither with money nor goods, till you have a full Sat- 
isfaction for the same. But if you are unwilling to give that 
settled certain rate, then I will make another offer that is I will 
make the Dispatch as I before mentioned, for your forward and 
latter Ships loading allowing 2 sh. p cent more than the currant 
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market price at the time of the Ship's arrival & 15 p. cent com- 
mission bearing all charges myself and running the hazard of all 
debts, every year sending you the full produce of your whole cargo 
if yet you think that may be uncertain because of the rising and 
falling of the Market I will agree the market price to be 8-6 p 
cent & accordingly will make you your Return yearly and this 
way your Dispatch may be in a month or five weeks time at far- 
thest & should be willing that each ship or the ship at each time 
could carry 300 hh"* and could as easily dispatch her as the ship 
of 200 or 250 hhds mentioned in my letter last year. If this 
method still likes you not, I will once again propose that I will 
fill you two ships, a forward & a latter one with the same celerity 
and Dispatch as I mentioned in my former at 25 p cent commis- 
sion & 30 £ sterling extraordinary for each 300 hhds and make 
you full return according to the Market Price or settled price 
before proposed of 8-6 p cent but you can expect no further ac- 
count of sales from me than the Market price or settled price 
mentioned because your first ships loading must be put on board 
out of my own Tob" for before I have sold a penny worth of your 
goods or indeed before I desire a penny worth of them in my 
custody, according to my method in my last year's letter I must 
have given notes for all if not the greatest part your first ships 
whole loading so that the goods may be properly after their ar- 
rival accounted my purchase according to the Market rate, or 
the prices their mentioned & not sold to procure the Tob". 
Upon this last proposal I'll make remark to you 10 p cent is the 
ordinary & agreed allowance for receiving Tob*, 5 p cent the 
same for sales of goods, 3 p cent it comes to for storage, and I 
am sure to deal with our Country planters, less than 2 p cent 
will not afford drinkage insurance of the whole cannot reasona- 
bly be accounted for less than 3 p cent and I believe I should 
make no extravagant computation if I should reckon the Dis- 
patch as I propose with the leaving not one pound of Tob* be- 
hind, tho' in good sure hands, to be worth at least 7 p cent all 
which reckoned together comes to more than I ask by 3 p cent 
and better, reckoning the 30 £ extraordinary also, In my opinion 
if you accept of this last proposal, the better way would be to let 
your forward ships be of about 200 or 300 hhds & the latter ship 
a good fly boat of about 600 hhds for these reasons. 
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First. Such a flight is sailed almost with the same charge as 
one of your country ships, in the method you are now in are 
because such ships are built rather for the profit of Merchants, 
than the accommodations of Masters &c, being of a large hold 
and little cabbin, and the only ships indeed for this Country 
Trade. 

Secondly. I had as lieve fill such a ship for a latter ship than 
one of less burden, provided I had timely notice & assurance of 
the same, and she might also be rilled with the same speed and 
ease too, provided sloops aud flats were provided beforehand 
against her arrival, by which easie charge and great quantity of 
Tob" carry* d your freight would be mighty low. 

But I must thus caution you that I expect the goods bought 
well and with ready money, and the custom and other incident 
charges particularly mentioned and not an advancement of the 
goods, to make up those charges as is in frequent use and prac- 
tice. Sir according to your desire I have once again made you 
other oflertures, if you like any or either of them give but 
timely and speedy notice to Doct r Ralph Smith of Bristol, by 
whom this is conveyed to your hand, and he will take effectual 
care to give me timely acco* thereof, or if you doubt in any 
thing, or every particular is not so full and plain as you desire, I 
have given him full orders and Instructions to make every thing 
plain & conclude the same with you as well as if I were there 
myself but must desire you to write to him and subcover of him 
to me timely to come with the first ships, though you like not 
to accept of any of these proposals. If you accept of any of 
these proposals and acquaint Doct' Smith therewith, he will in 
my behalf and according to my Instructions given to him dircet 
in the suiting of your cargoes and what quantity of money is 
to be ordered for my use to Mr. Nicholas Hayward. 

Your Wff. 



July 18th, 1687. 
Mr. Nicholas Hayward: 

Sir, I have been so large and troublesome in my severall 
former this year that now I think it high time to leave off, only 
desire to acquaint you that yesterday there was an Essay made 
to Survey your land upon the finishing the first line whereof at 
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your comer tree upon Potomack River, your brother Sam my- 
self and some others drank your health, in Running the second 
line either the unskilfullness of the Surveyor, or the badness of 
his Instruments made us come away with the business re in facta, 
the particular relation whereof I am sure you will hear from your 
brother, with this assurance that the next attempt will Succeed 
better, by reason Capt. Brent will effectually perform the same 
& that I believe forthwith. Sir inclosed you'll find three biils of 
Exchange one Duplicate of my former upon Capt. Crosman of 
Liverpool for ^5. 2. 8, another of Mr. Smiths upon Perry & 
Lane for £6 and a third of Capt. Zachary Taylor's upon his 
wife for ^25. I expected these to be larger and some others 
amounting in the whole to ^80 but the lowness of Tob" has dis- 
appointed my expectations. By this time I presume Sir you 
Know whether those seats of Mr. Ashtons are to be disposed & 
upon what terms if they or either of them sell then the above 
money will make part of the payment and I must request your 
kindness in depositing the remainder upon the terms & Security 
as I proposed in my first letter, but if neither of them will sell 
then please to lay out my money in the Plate under written. 
Your last letter to Capt Brent gives us the welcome assurance of 
your full certainty of your brother's health and welfare the con- 
tinuance of which to you both is sincerely wish'd you. I have 
charged a note upon you to Mr. Thomas Harris Habadasher ^5 
sterling, if he comes with the note and you have so much money 
of mine in your hands ready received or undispos'd, please 
answer it. 

The plate: A pair middle sized silver candlesticks. 

A pair of snuffers & snuff Dish Half a doz. of Trencher Salts 
the remainder in a handsome Silver basin marked W F S. 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Nicholas Hayward &c. 

July 18th, 1687. 
Dear Brother: 

My former letters p. Burnham Pensax &c. I hope before this 
time you have received, and if you still continue your desire & 
my wishes of coming here I am assured you have been busie in 
negotiating those proposals there mentioned for your advanta- 
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geous and credible voyage and continued Interest. Tob" still 
continues as low as ever and rather lower for which reason the 
best of my endeavours cannot possibly procure the sum desired, 
nor any thing equivalent to it, if I could I would have you assure 
yourself neither will nor endeavour should be wanting to supply 
your present occasions. Our Sister has had two or three fits of 
a feaver and ague which nowe has left her & so consequently her 
seasoning over and herself pretty hearty and well & only now 
desires her own husband's company. She desires to have her 
due respects presented to yourself & Lady. If you obtain any 
of those places, I proposed in my former letter, and by that 
means can give me the wish'd for enjoyment of your most desired 
company you had best bring in an ordinary Calash with you 
and I will find you horses to draw it with I suppose you may 
easily procure one of some Gentleman of the horse to a person 
of quality & by furnishing it with double gear, it would be a long 
time serviceable and that way of procuring little chargeable, this 
I only advise don't urge. I have nothing at present farther to 
add than to assure you we are all well praised be God, and the 
same is hoped for of you by 



Dearest &c. Your WfT. 



To Capt. Henry Fitzhugh &c. 



July ist, 1687. 
Mr. John Cooper: 

Sir I have once by Burnham writ you already, the Scarce- 
ness of freight this year would not admit me the opportunity of 
consigning you any Tob" which I fully resolved upon & for that 
little money tbe lowness of Tob° would give no opportunity of 
procuring. I did not think it needfull to trouble you with the 
receipt seeing it is there to be paid away by Mr. Nic" Hayward 
and no goods or other things to be purchased with it, & there- 
fore have desired him to receive it, for I do not love to create 
trouble without profit, next year if the commodity gives encour- 
agement you shall be sure early both to hear and receive con- 
signm'ts from me therefore pray Sir, let me receive advise from 
you by the first opportunity & therein you will oblige 

Sir your Wff. 
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July ist, 1687. 
Brother Smith: 

I take this last opportunity by way of London to acquaint 
you that now praised be God we are all in good health, my Sis- 
ter has had her Seasoning, if it may be so called, two or three 
fits of a feaver & ague which almost a week since has left, but 
yet she is a little indisposed to write and therefore by this desires 
to have her true love and due respects presented to you. Sir I 
hope you have taken care in that affair of Mr. Clayton's of Liv- 
erpool, and crops this year will be very indifferent, the time of 
planting according to act being now expired, & in no places of 
the country full crops pitch'd and in most places not half crops, 
make what profitable use you can of this advice, for I can assure 
you it is very certain. Pray let me hear from you not only by 
all but by the first opportunity with what advice, occurrence of 
affairs there offer and therein you will much oblige. Please to 
mind the things Sent for by you, as also to add a large looking 
glass with an olive wood frame & a pewter cistern. 

Your Wff. 
To Doct' Ralph Smith &c. 



July ist, 1687. 
Cousin Harris: 

I take this opportunity of resaluting yourself and good wife 
only for an inclosure of his note upon Mr. Nicholas Hayward 
for ,£5 sterling which I presume he will pay upon sight the 
money I would desire you to deliver to my mother to assist her 
in her present occasions. 

I suppose before this you have received the three pounds of 
Mr. Storke & delivered it to her. 

Please present my duty to her begging her pardon for not 
writing to her at this time having already four times this year 
written, health and prosperity is wisht to you & yours. Mr. 
Nicholas Hayward. Pay or cause to be paid to Mr. Thos. Har- 
ris Haberdasher or order five pounds sterling and place it to the 
acct. of Wff. 

To Mr. Thos. Harris Haberdasher. 



